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Lighting a green future:
"Humanenergy Balance”

by: Nicole Ng
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Picture1: “Human energy Balance” forum
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Picture 2: Zumtobel's GM Liu Suining (left) and Chairman of CIES Wang Jinsui (right)
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Lighting and atmosphere are inextricably linked, but it remains
an enduring question as to how to energy efficiency can be
achieved without compromising ambience and atmosphere.
How do humans co-exist with the environment in a sustainable
manner, and what role can lighting engineers play in this overall
attempt to achieve balance? Zumtobel Group, an international
leading supplier of integral lighting solutions, took the lead

in addressing this issue when it held a conference themed
“Humanenergy Balance” in Guangzhou on 10 June. Driven by the
goal of providing optimum lighting quality, Zumtobel has had a
longstanding interest in the beneficial effects that light can have
on health. At the same time, the lighting group is invested in
reducing human impact on the environment, hence their search
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for an equilibrium, where human light + energy efficiency =
Humanenergy Balance.

Ina speech that kicked off the forum, Wang Jin Sui, the president
of the China Illuminating Engineering Society (CIES), urged
lighting professionals to make it part of their work habit to factor
in environmental impact when making design decisions. The

first keynote speaker, An Xiaojie, a renowned lighting designer
from Beijing then regaled the crowd with an engaging, vivid and
near-poetic take on how lighting plays such an integral yet often-
unnoticed role in our lives:

“The same flower assumes a myriad of forms when light falls
upon it from different angles. A stationary car can appear to be
zipping by at great speed, once again, due to the play of light.”
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“We cannat hope to control light a hundred percent,” he admitted,
“but when we do have that modicum of ability, we should direct
it towards achieving balance. He noted that most people are
fixated upon choosing the correct lamp. It is light design instead,
he argues, that we should pay more attention to.

When disaster strikes in the US, lighting experts are called upon
to adjust lighting in a manner that would assuage the anxieties
of the victims. The appropriate lighting, An pointed out, can also
create something out of nothing: the ice hotels in Europe are
largely a product of a play on light. And then there is that crucial
relationship between natural and artificial light. The lighting on
Tokyo's Financial Street involves an adjustment of light intensity
that is inversely proportional to the availability of natural light:
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Quick chat with Zumtobel's General Manager, Liu Suining

What was the impetus for coming up with a seminar themed
Human Energy Balance?

Much of human socio-economic and cultural progress has taken place

at the expense of environmental sustainability. With an ecological crisis
looming, we are now at a critical juncture where mankind must really step
in to reverse their negative impact on the environment. Hence Zumtobel's
decision, as a lighting leader, to spearhead a dialogue on achieving green,

yet no less effective lighting solutions

Is there anything unique about the lighting market in China? Do

Chinese clients have different needs?

China has arguably become the world’s largest producer of lighting
devices in terms of production capacity and scale. But no matter how
intense the competition, | believe every Chinese lighting professional

is ultimately invested in improving resource-efficiency and reducing
pollution that results from lighting.

“The lights are at their brightest in the day, when the sun is
blazing outside. And when dusk falls and natural light is scant,
the lights are dimmed.”

Given the overwhelming number of lighting options, how should
a lighting engineer proceed? An encapsulated it best: “The
architecture is the sculpture, and the lighting, its carving knife.”
The task of the lighting engineer is therefore one of persuasion.
He is to convince the architect that a lighting design could be
the make-or-break factor for achieving the latter’s vision. And
this can be demonstrated primarily through actual testing. With
the appropriate lighting set-up, a hotel can be transformed into
a giant jewelry box, a music hall can be felt as a ceiling-less

space. The testing process is especially crucial as engineers can
iron out potential technical problems, like the use of perforations
affecting hall acoustics.

Other speakers like Li Taihe from Shanghai and Xu Qinghui

from Guangzhou also shared with the audience their favorite
sustainable lighting designs and anecdotes from the industry.
The conference ended on a high note with an evening banquet,
where lighting professionals toasted heartily to the growth of
their industry alongside environmental sustainability.
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